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notoriety of Danzig, which was unhappily so accurate a gauge of
German-Polish animosities.
In these circumstances, Czechoslovakia's relative danger vis-a-vis
Nazidom, as compared with the position of her two partners in the
Little Entente, was not, after all, so inordinately great as might have
been supposed. And if, even so, the Rumans and Jugoslavs had
hesitated to involve themselves in Czechoslovakia's special German
complications, they would no doubt have been reminded courteously
by Dr. Benes that they too had each a special complication of their
own with a formidable Power: Rumania with Russia over Bessarabia,
and Jugoslavia with Italy over the Adriatic.1 In any case, the actual
effect of the Nazi Revolution in Germany upon the Little Entente
was not to prise it asunder, by stampeding the two more distant
members into leaving Czechoslovakia in the lurch, but on the con-
trary to clinch and confirm the alliance by convincing the statesmen
of all the three countries concerned that, with this great new factor
of uncertainty imported into the international politics of Europe, it
would be more than ever unwise, on their part, to leave open any
rift in their own solidarity.2
7. The Reaction in Italy
In Italian policy, the advent of Herr Hitler to power in 1933
produced a change of orientation which was comparable, mutatis
mutandis, to the change that had followed the outbreak of the General
War in 1914. Just as, in 1914-15, Italy withdrew from her existing
alliance with Germany and Austria-Hungary in order to intervene
in the War on the opposite side to her own previous allies and on the
same side as France, so, in 1933, Italy decidedly cooled off from the
sympathy with post-war Germany which was the reverse side of her
soreness against post-war France, and ranged herself with France
against Germany on the issue of the Austrian Anschluss, which was
a question of capital importance to all three countries.
The moment Herr Hitler established himself in the seat of power,
it became clear that German National Socialism in the wilderness was
more agreeable to Signor Mussolini than German National Socialism
in the saddle. So long as the Nazis were battling their way in Germany
1  See p. 195 above.
2  At the moment when Herr Hitler came to power in Berlin, the statesmen
of the Little Entente were already engaged in cementing that closer union
between their three countries which was embodied in the 'pact of organization'
of the 16th February, 1933. For this pact, and its relation to the Four-Power
Pact -which was initialed on the 7th June, 1933, see below, section (ii) of this
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